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< ABSTRACT >

A Study on the Introduction Model of Municipal

Police System in Korea

Park, Sang—Min

Municipal police system, which refers to a decentralized police
system with police forces being under control of local government, has
been one of the issues consistently discussed in the context of local
autonomy in South Korea. The Moon Jae-in administration, the current
regime of South Korea, declared it's intention to introduce the
municipal police system to provide customized police services to the
locals while the national police force focusing on the nation-wide issue.
Considering the government'’s strong will to adopt and implement the
policy, this study can contribute to the debate surrounding the
policy-making process. The police service is essential in safeguarding
the public from harm which might be a primary responsibility of the
government so that in introducing a paradigm-shifting system in
policing, an effort to analyse the various dimensions of the policy might
be indispensible.

In this regards, this research examines a variety of much-debated
issues of municipal police system based on the models proposed by
the Police Reform Committee, Seoul Metropolitan Government, and the
Presidential Committee on Autonomy and Decentralization. Through
the analysis, this study identifies four factors which could be influential
to successfully implement the new system in South Korea : 1) Assigning
duties for the municipal police unit, 2) Establishing a supporting
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department dedicated to the municipal police force, 3) Securing enough
budget for the municipal police officers within the local government
4) Adjustment of rank system among the municipal police.

@ Key words : municipal police, local police system, national police,
a public security service, municipal police operation
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