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< ABSTRACT >
Perceptions and Misunderstandings of Polygraph Testing

- Comparison between Police Officers and College Students -
Park, Hee—Jung

This study examined the perception and misunderstanding of
polygraph tests. Police officers and college students were surveyed
on their perception about polygraphs: then, we analyzed perceptual
differences between them. Police officers believed polygraph tests
were accurate and trustworthy: however, college students displayed
contrasting perceptions about polygraph tests. Moreover, college
students believed that higher state anxiety may affect the results (i.e.,
incorrectly indicating deception) and that it is necessary to examine
polygraph tests when suspects’ statements are inconsistent. Incorrect

perceptions about polygraph tests are discussed.

@ Key Words : Polygraph Testing, Perceptions, Misunderstandings, Police
Officers, College Students
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