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A Study on the forensic dental estimation of an age of
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< ABSTRACT >

A Study on the forensic dental estimation of an age
of unidentifiable North Korean defectors

Park, Hee—Kyung - Lee, Eun—Jin - Kim, Yun—Young

Since the mid 1990s, a significant number of North Koreans have
crossed the border to South Korea. For successful resettlement of
North Korean defectors in South Korea, the South Korean government
has established various educational, health and employment policies
based on the defectors’ age.

Until now, the age estimation of these defectors has been mainly
dependent on the defectors’ statements and testimonies. However, such
method is only effective with a small number of people. In other words,
it is difficult to confirm one’s identity if an influx of defectors were
to cross the border, in case of a radical change in North Korea.

This article establishes a legal groundwork for estimating the age of
North Korean defectors through the forensic dentistry. More
specifically, this paper estimates a required budget, including labor
force and equipment, for the effective use of forensic dentistry and
highlights the need for dental age estimation. Following this proposal,
it is expected that more future research will be conducted on this

subject with increasing government interest and support.

Key Words : North Korea, North Korean defector, age estimation, forensic
dentistry, dental age, unification.
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