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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Diffusion of Innovation in Policing
in the Case of GeoPros

Kim, Sang—Ho

This study empirically analysed the state and determinants of the
diffusion of GeoPros(Geographic Profiling System) in Korean policing.
Based on previous researches, some important factors — perceived
characteristics of innovation, organizational supporting system, personal
innovativeness — were identified and used for this study. Statistical
analysis was implemented with 390 questionnaires out of 500 police
officers working in Gyeongbuk Provincial Police Agency.

The results are as follow. 1) The use of GeoPros in the field of policing
was found to be very poor. It showed 1.78 on the Likert’s 5 point scale and
nearly 57% of the respondents replied ‘T rarely use it”. 2) Police officers
used GeoPros differently according to their demographic traits and
working environments. The 50s(vs. 20s), officers having more than 20
years of working experience(vs. less than 10 years), and high ranking
officers used GeoPros more actively. Officers working in the front—line
and patrol function were found to be more active users. 3) Such perceived
characteristics of innovation as observability-trialability, compatibility,
and voluntariness were found to influence the use of GeoPros.

Based on this analysis, some implications for the police organization

and future research needs are suggested.

@ Key words : Innovation, Diffusion, GeoPros, Innovation Characteristics,
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